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any man all the impious sects that further ambition,
passion and fanaticism in the name of the Creator. Far
be it from me, however, to confound that Creator
with the ridiculous scarecrow that serves the ends of
despotism. What I proclaim is the truth of the eternal
verities so necessary to human frailty in its upward
struggle towards virtue. This is no more idle talk on
my part than it has been on the part of the many
illustrious men who, I assure you, did not find belief
in God an obstacle to the attainment of virtue/'
But the Jacobins were by no means unanimous on
this subject. Many were materialists. Interruptions arose
from all parts of the hall. A voice cried: "No cant!"
But he would not be silenced.
"No, you will not stifle my voice", he went on with
unwonted passion. "To invoke Providence—to say
that the Creator interests himself in the destinies of
nations—to say that he watches with especial care over
the destinies of the French Revolution, is no idle
language! It is a sentiment that wells from the bottom
of my heart, a sentiment that is indispensable to me and
has sustained me in the Constituent Assembly when I
was the victim of passion and prejudice and surrounded
by enemies. How could I, alone with my soul, have
kept up the superhuman struggle had I not lifted that
soul aloft to God? Ah, that Divine aid has been worth
to me all the advantages gained by those who pre-
ferred to betray the people!"
It was said in the heat of debate, to an audience the
majority of which appears to have been out of sym-
pathy with him. There can be no doubt of his entire
sincerity. Undaunted by the hostile demonstration, he
demanded that the Jacobins go on record whether or
not they agreed with him. Then the tumult waxed so
great that the chairman put on his hat and adjourned
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